
Kanegasaki Sister City Committee  
Business Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 24th , 2011 at 4 PM 
Senior Center:  Alice Dowd Lounge 

 
Members Present:  Byron Koh (Interim Chair), Kathy Woods Masalski, Helen MacMellon, Byron Koh, Denise Boyd 
Members Absent:  Stephanie Joyce, Aaron Kropf, Amy Springer, Florence Boynton 
Others:  Yuko Takahashi, Nancy Pagano (Staff Liaison), Bessie Young 
 
Bessie Young:  Members were introduced to recent Amherst College graduate, Bessie Young.  Bes has been awarded the 
prestigious Luce Scholarship and will be going to Japan for thirteen months starting in mid-June to study and photograph 
the quality of life for aging citizens in Japan.  At some point in the next year she would like an introduction from the KSCC to 
Kanegasaki so she can visit there for a short while as part of her study.   
 
Secretary’s Report:   
  Minutes of April 27th were approved with additions/correction submitted by Kathy Woods Masalski.  They are as follows: 

1) Monies listed as sent to the Japanese Consulate Office in Boston will be listed as sent to the Japanese Red Cross.  
The Japanese Consulate Office was the conduit for the Japanese Red Cross. 

2) The following paragraph will be added to the April minutes:  Update from Mayor’s Reception Nov. 7th, 2010 
   The Town of Amherst was correct in requiring a liquor license for the November 7th Kanegasaki Sister City 
Committee’s (KSCC) reception for the visiting Mayor of Kanegasaki and his associates.  However, because the 
event was part of the Town’s welcoming of Kanegasaki, the cost of the license ($100) was refunded by the Town to 
Aaron Hayden, who had paid the $100 on behalf of the KSCC, which was prepared to reimburse him for that 
amount.  

 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer was absent for this meeting, so there was no official report.   
 
Fundraiser  Wrap-Up: 
  The total amount raised for Japan at the March fundraiser was $2,045.  Of that, the $1,490 earmarked for the Kanegasaki 
Relief Fund were wired to Japan on Monday, May 23rd, by Nancy Pagano. 
  No response has been made to the KSCC by the Rotary or Amherst Club as a result of the letters sent to these 
organizations.  
  KSCC members agreed that Kathy could send a summary of the Potluck Dinner and a picture of the KSCC to be published 
in the Hokkaido Red Brick Publication.  
 
Thank You to Byron: 
  After serving on the KSCC since 1999, Byron Koh is completing his official term of outstanding service next month.  
Fortunately for our little committee, he has agreed to continue attending whenever possible.  A “ditty” set to the tune of 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy” was written by Kathy Woods Masalski and members attending sang the thank you verses to Byron. 
This was a fun and creative tribute and Byron was surprised and appreciative.    
 
Continuing Discussion of October Invitation from Kanegasaki 
    Kanegasaki would like the KSCC to assist Mayor Takahashi by sending names to Kanegasaki of officials who would be 
willing and able to travel to Japan October 13-16, 2011 (in spite of the Fukushima nuclear meltdown) to attend this ten year 
celebration of the establishment of their Emily Dickinson Center.  The Mayor is inviting as many as four Amherst officials to 
be Kanegasaki’s guests. Once the group who would go is set, formal invitations will be sent from the Mayor to these 
individuals.  
   Kanegasaki will pay for the hotel and meals while in Kanegasaki and the train from Narita airport to Kanegasaki, and the 
train from Kanegasaki to the airport for the return trip.   
   There has been some confusion regarding the invitation from Kanegasaki to Amherst, both in terms of when exactly the 
events will be held and who from Amherst should attend. 
   No KSCC members attending the meeting said they were able to travel to Japan for this celebration. 
Kathy, Yuko and Nancy will meet with Jane Wald (Emily Dickinson Museum Director) and Jim Wald (Select Board member)  
to discuss the trip possibility, and Nancy will speak to the Town Manager to see about his availability.  Kanegasaki would 
like to have the names of the officials to come by June 10th. 
    
Possible Grant Resource  Aaron Kropf did some research into the grant through Sister Cities International. “It did not seem 
realistic to complete the application process in time for this year's round of grants, but we can try again next year. One step 
we can take now in anticipation of trying again is to consider joining the organization "Sister Cities International." I think it 
could be beneficial for us, but it would cost about $500 per year. If we choose to join, I think it would have to go along with a 
renewed focus to raise some money each year. That's another whole conversation, but I suggest that we start talking about 
it so that we are prepared to decide when we reconvene in the fall.”  He suggests that KSCC members learn about the grant 
and about Sister Cities International:  http://www.sister-cities.org/ 
 
Planning for Bertucci’s Fundraising Event:  This second fundraiser for Japan is confirmed to be held on Tuesday, July 



19th from 5:30-9:00 PM at Bertucci’s.  15% of the proceeds will be given to the KSCC for Japan relief.   Kathy will work with 
Bertucci’s Manager Bob on a flyer. Responsibilities of the KSCC will include printing and distributing flyers, plus publicizing 
the event in various ways (email, Web site, etc.).The Kanegasaki Sister City Committee will be listed as sponsor of the 
event and the poster will read, "For Disaster Relief in Japan."    Members of the KSCC will be responsible for seeing to it 
that there is a great turnout for this very important event—Byron suggested that each member ask 15-20 people.  
 
Nominations for Officers for FY11:  Kathy Woods Masalski is willing to be nominated as Interim Chair and Nancy Pagano 
is willing to be nominated as Secretary.  Elections will be held at the June meeting. 
 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, June 22nd, 2011, at 4 PM, Bangs Community Center’s Alice Dowd Lounge 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  6 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Hirsh Pagano, Staff Liaison 


